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8:00-8:30 Opening Ceremony 

8:45-9:30 Keynote:  
Freeman & Freeman 

9:45-10:30 1st AM Breakout Session 

10:45-11:30 2nd AM Breakout Session 

1:00-1:45 1st PM Breakout Session 

2:00-2:45 2nd PM Breakout Session 

2:45-3:30 Featured Speaker: 
 Dr. Gilberto Soto 

3:30-4:00 Door Prizes 
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Freeman & Freeman  
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Presenter: Lucero Saldana Affiliation: San Antonio ISD 

Topic: Mexican American Studies 

Session Title: Connecting the Dots: Cultivating Cultural Pride Through Mexican American Studies Leadership 
Institute 

San Antonio is a city whose history is rooted with deep ties to Mexico and the Latino community experience. As a city 
with rich culture and pride, there also lie complexities within our socio-economic segregation and educational outcomes 
for students. San Antonio ISD is leading the way in recognizing the culture and language of our Spanish-speaking 
communities as an asset to our childrens’ education. Through the expansion of dual language programs to 48 schools, 
and with course offerings in Mexican American Studies at Bonham Academy and Brackenridge High School, our district 
is on a path to creating a counter narrative to subtractive schooling. This design and implementation of the Mexican 
American Studies Leadership Institute (MAS-LI) was the first of its kind offered by a public school district in San Antonio 
in June 2019. 

Co Presenters: David Nungaray and Araceli Manriquez Email: lsaldana2@saisd.net 
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Presenter: Carlos Perez Affiliation: Southwest ISD 

Topic: Literacy 

Session Title: How to Embed the ELAR 4-Part TEKS into Biliteracy Lesson Plan Framework 

This presentation is specifically geared towards implementing the new ELAR 4-part TEKS: processing skills, standards, 
and Figure 19 to plan lessons with the end in mind on how the new ELAR 4-part TEKS are embedded into a bi-literacy 
framework. Teaching for Biliteracy: Strengthening Bridges Between Languages by Cheryl Urow and Karen Beeman.  

Co Presenters:  Email: cperez@swisd.net 
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Presenter: Anna Vuich Affiliation: San Antonio ISD /Texas A & M-San Antonio  

Topic: Dramatic play; Vocabulary Development 
Session Title: Dramatic Play for Emergent Bilinguals: Enhancing Vocabulary and Sentence Structure 

This presentation will demonstrate how to use dramatic play as a strategy for emergent bilinguals. Dramatic play is an 
engaging and effective way for students to experiment with new vocabulary and sentence structures in a comfortable 
environment (Bengochea, Sembiante, & Gort, 2017). Attendees will learn how to use dramatic play to bridge school 
with students' community and homelife in a way that is culturally responsive and academically beneficial. 

Co Presenters: Dr. Myriam Jimena 
Guerra 

Email: vuicha@my.canisius.edu; myriam.guerra@tamusa.edu 
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Presenter: Dr. Mario Ferrón Affiliation: Uvalde ISD 

Topic: Dual Language Program Implementation 
Session Title: Changing Paradigms, Changing lives: How to Develop a Dual Language Program is Small 

School Districts with Limited English Learner Population. 
Many English Learners (ELs) across Texas are currently participating in remedial ESL programs because they attend 
schools and districts with limited ELs enrollment. Many of these districts have not considered implementing a Dual 
Language Program because they think they don’t have “enough” ELs to justify its implementation. This presentation will 
show how a small rural school district with limited EL enrollment is challenging this paradigm and implementing a highly 
successful dual language program. 

Co Presenters:  Email: Mferron1@uvaldecisd.net 
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Presenter: Dr. Hsio-Ping Wu Affiliation: Texas A & M Univesity - San Antonio  

Topic: Bilingualism; Bilingual/ ESL Education 
Session Title: How Does Bilingual Education Work Globally? 

The bilingual education and ESL immersion programs have been on the rise globally. This presentation will address the 
following three discussion items with bilingual and ESL professionals. 1) The incentive of developing bilingual and ESL 
education into standard curriculum. 2) How to localize teaching and materials to provide adequate bilingual/ESL 
program? 3) The preparation of bilingual and ESL teachers to work for specific context.  

Co Presenters:  Email:Hsiao-Ping.Wu@tamusa.edu 

 

El
m

 

Presenter: Viridiana Carrizales Affiliation: Imm Schools 

Topic: Supporting Undocumented students  
Session Title: Supporting undocumented students and families in K-12 

Come and learn about how you can support students in your school community who have undocumented status.  

Co Presenters:  Email: viridiana@immschools.org 
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Presenter: Joe Montalvo Affiliation: Edgewood ISD 

Topic: Bilingual Students and Special Education 
Session Title: Interactive Language Based Visual Activities for Special Education and Bilingual Students 

This presentation will discuss and model interactive Language Based Visual activities to support bilingual and special 
education students. The focus is to engage, motivate and provide movement during language development. This 
presentation is using the works of teachers and authors, Dr. Elfrieda Hiebert and Laura Robb."  

Co Presenters:  Email: jmontalvo@eisd.net 
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Presenter: Rogelio Guzman Affiliation: Del Valle ISD 

Topic: Cultural Awareness 
Session Title: Culturally Sensitivity in Action: Why It's Important and What It Looks Like in the Gen-Ed 

Classroom 
Positive classroom culture that embraces all students is essential for learning. In this presentation, we will discuss the 
importance of culturally responsive practices and what they look like in practice. This presentation models two practices 
that are beneficial and vital for building culturally responsive classrooms. Participants will walk away with an 
understanding of culturally responsive teaching and a clear focus on how to invite all students into the classroom 
culture. 

Co Presenters:  Email: rogelio.guzman@dvisd.net 
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Presenter: Dr. Adriana Garcia Affiliation: Northside ISD 

Topic: Digital Storytelling (Writing) 
Session Title: La fotonovela digital: Una herramienta sociocultural para apoyar en las narraciones visuales y la 

escritura 
Como herramienta cultural, la fotonovela ha evolucionado para reflejar los cambios en las prácticas modernas de 
alfabetización y se ha convertido en digital (Parlato, R., Parlato, M. B., & Cain, B. J., 1980; Lankshear, C. & Knobel, M., 
2006; Garcia, A., 2014). El objetivo de esta presentación es explorar cómo los estudiantes pueden crear una fotonovela 
digital y cómo puede contribuir al desarrollo de la escritura (Parlato, R., Parlato, M. B., & Cain, B. J., 1980; Lankshear, 
C. & Knobel, M., 2006; Garcia, A., 2014). Es una herramienta probada y verdadera que resulta en la utilización de la 
voz de los niños para crear una escritura auténtica y comprender cómo las fotonovelas crean oportunidades para la 
narración visual que es única y poca estudiada (Burmark, L., 2008; Lankshear, C. & Knobel, M., 2001; Garcia, A., 
2014).  

Co Presenters: 
 

Email: adriana.garcia@nisd.net  
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Presenter: Mari Carmen Rodriguez Cabrera  Affiliation: East Central ISD 

Topic: Reglas de acentuación  

Session Title: El reto de la acentuación: Recordando las reglas  

La presentación consistirá en un repaso al concepto de sílaba, su forma de separarla, los tipos de palabras según 
número de sílabas, diferencia entre sílaba tónica y átona, tipos de acentos, tipos de palabras según el acento y reglas 
para acentuarlas, hiatos y diptongos. Cómo acentuar en la computadora y cómo hacer la acentuación más fácil y 
divertida para los estudiantes. 

Co Presenters: Marleny Sanchez  
Veronica S. Romero  

Email: cortija29@gmail.com  
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Presenter: Angelica Gomez Affiliation: Uvalde ISD 

Topic: Literacy, Biliteracy 
Session Title: Lotta Lara Lesson 

This lesson focuses on developing students' oral language skills through explicitly planning oracy instruction while also 
increasing reading fluency and comprehension through repeated reading. 

Co Presenters:  Email: Agomez4335@uvaldecisd.net 
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Presenter: Dr. Maria Arreguin-Anderson Affiliation: Univeristy of Texas at San Antonio 

Topic: Translingual partnerships in early childhood and elementary education 
Session Title:  

Translingual Partners: Promoting Continuous Engagement in the Early Childhood-Elementary 
Classroom  

In this session the presenters will involve the audience in practical aspects of partner-based interactions. Five strategies 
will be shared to illustrate how dual language learners can be actively engaged at all points of a lesson. The presenters 
will also provide research-based evidence supporting the benefits of translingual partnerships in early childhood and 
elementary education. 

Co Presenters: Dr. Iliana Alanis Email: arreguinmg@gmail.com 
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Presenter: Angelica Gomez Affiliation: Uvalde ISD 

Topic: Oracy Development 
Session Title: Lotto Lara Lesson 

Lotta Lara Lesson, this lesson, focuses on developing students' oral language skills through explicitly planning oracy 
instruction while also increasing reading fluency and comprehension through repeated reading. 

Co Presenters:  Email: agomez4335@uvaldecisd.net 
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Presenter: Adriana Bermea Affiliation: Southside ISD 

Topic: TELPAS Data Analysis 
Session Title: TELPAS Data: Making it Happen 

Come see how to use data with a purpose. Using data in a purposeful manner has helped build an effective 
instructional program for our EL's while empowering all stakeholders. We will review the instructional components of an 
effective bilingual program and discuss the instructional and compliance collaboration that needs to occur. Explore the 
significance of using TELPAS data in your data room. 

Co Presenters:  Email: Adriana.bermea@southsideisd.org 
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Presenter: Karina Alvarez Affiliation: Edgewood ISD 

Topic: Supporting undocumented students 
Session Title: Opportunity and Lost Hope- Supporting our Undocumented Students 

Since 2001, undocumented youth have been living under a blanket of uncertainty and resiliency knowing their lives are 
being dictated by others. As educators, it is our jobs to make sure our students feel safe as often times we misread this 
population. The time is now when the outreach is much needed. By gaining knowledge in this issue you will be more 
cognoscent of the emotions that are being targeted and learn how to better support undocumented students in our 
classrooms.  

Co Presenters:  Email: Karina.alvarez@eisd.net 
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Presenter: Miguel Castillo Affiliation: Uvalde CISD 

Topic: Planning and developing a Dual Language/Academic  
Session Title: Starting a High School Dual Language Program from Scratch  

In this presentation, attendees will gain a better understanding of planning and developing a Dual Language program 
for High Schools without a feeding pattern or feeder school. Attendees will also have an opportunity to learn about 
challenges and/or barriers encountered when preparing for High School Dual Language program implementation. This 
research-based presentation will benefit any person or organization looking to expand or start a new High School Dual 
Language program.  

Co Presenters: Dr. Mario Ferron Email: Mcastillo5797@uvaldecisd.net 
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Presenter: Elena Rabinovich Affiliation: Northside ISD 

Topic: Enseñando las reglas de acentuación/ Teaching accents 
Session Title: La conciencia fonémica, fonológica y las reglas de acentuación 

La audiencia aprenderá acerca de la sílaba tónica en las palabras en español. Además, aprenderemos acerca de las 
palabras agudas, graves, esdrújulas y sobreesdrújulas y de las reglas de acentuación. 

Co Presenters: 
 

Email: elena.rabinovivh@nisd.net 
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Presenter: Stephen Fleenor Affiliation: Seidlitz Education/Educational Consultant 

Topic: English Learners Motivation and Efficacy 
Session Title: Communicating with Professionals: Why EL-Mindsets Matter for Faculty and Staff, Too 

As advocates for English learners, we strive to promote positive shifts in pedagogy as well as mindset: shifting from 
teacher-driven to student-driven as much as shifting from deficit mindsets to asset mindsets. However, too often we do 
not practice what we preach: directives are ordered to implement initiatives without teacher voice or choice, and 
conversations of teachers’ deficits often overshadow those about their strengths. In this presentation, we will discuss 
the importance of addressing the needs of professional learners as much as student learner, and explain how to shift 
coaching and leadership conversations to create more learner-centered, asset-based learning environments for all 
members of our school communities. 

Co Presenters:  Email: stephen.fleenor@johnseidlitz.com 
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Presenter: Alejandra Ramirez Affiliation: East Central ISD 

Topic: Dual Language Instruction 

Session Title: Daily 5 in the Dual Language Classroom 

The presentation is geared for students from K-5. The Daily 5 has been adapted to work in a dual language classroom 
that uses the balanced literacy approach. Teachers will begin by creating a plan for their classroom to incorporate daily 
5 and center ideas for each component.  

Co Presenters: Lourdes Diaz Email: alejandra.ramirez@ecisd.net  
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Presenter: Dr. Esther Garza Affiliation: Texas A&M University-San Antonio 

Topic: STEM DL Instruction 
Session Title: STEM Learning in a Dual Language Classroom 

STEM Education is of critical importance for supporting the engineering design process where students are propelled to 
planning, designing and producing solutions for issues in our communities and global world. Cunningham (2018) 
describes how engineering allows for a variety of solutions based on allowing different opinions, perspectives and 
experiences. In this presentation, we will explore the current status of STEM education for dual language learners and 
engage in understanding the nature of STEM learning in dual language settings. Design and classroom implementation 
will be presented and discussed.  

Co Presenters:  Email: Esther.garza@tamusa.edu 
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Presenter: Kenya Vargas Affiliation: University of Texas at San Antonio 

Topic: Translanguaging DL Instruction  
Session Title: Translanguaging in a Dual Language Classroom 

This presentation will draw from a larger qualitative research project to focus on children’s translanguaging in a dual 
language classroom. We will explain the translanguaging framework as defined by Ofelia Garcia (2009) and its 
incorporation of multiple linguistics modes of learning. We will also examine teacher and student translanguaging 
practices as children develop their biliteracy. Implications for translanguaging pedagogy will be included.  

Co Presenters: Dr. Lucila Ek Email: Kenya.vargas@utsa.edu 
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Presenter: Jesusita Rios Affiliation: A.L.M.A. 

Topic: Special Education Bilingual Students 
Session Title: 6-Layered Recipe for Rich Academic Instruction 

The recipe will include innovative ways to have a rich academic program for a student who has special needs as well as 
being a second-language learner. Brief summaries of general disabilities will be followed by some interventions and 
strategies that can be successfully implemented in the classroom. Participants will also have the ability to 
practice the skills with their own bilingual student with a disability. Discussion and group activities will be included in the 
presentation. 

Co Presenters: Oralia Lara Vargas Email: sir_rios@yahoo.com 
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Presenter: Dr. Maria Mendez Affiliation: Northside ISD Curriculum & Instruction  

Topic: Building Academic Language strategies 
Session Title: Critical Thinking Activities for Advanced/Advanced High EL Learners  

Building academic language and critical thinking require high levels of engagement, classroom management, and 
motivating texts. Come listen to and engage in a variety of activities that you can take back to your classroom and 
implement immediately. Krashen, S. D. (1982). Principles and practice in second language acquisition. New York, NY: 
Pengamon Freeman, D. E., & Freeman, Y. S. (2001). Between worlds: Access to second language acquisition. 
Freeman, Y., Freeman, D., & Mercuri, S. (2003). Helping middle and high school-age English language learners 
achieve academic success. NABE Journal of Research and Practice, 1(1), 110-122.  

Co Presenters: Diana Diaz Email: maria.mendez@nisd.net 
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Presenter: Caroline Sweet Affiliation: Austin ISD 

Topic: Spanish Grammar 
Session Title:  

¿Qué notas?  Teaching Spanish Grammar Through the Invitational Process 
In this presentation, I will take participants through an invitational approach to teaching Spanish conventions of 
language. Each lesson begins with the question, “What do you notice? ¿Qué notas en esta oración?” Students discover 
patterns in language that allow writers to communicate with meaning and intention. Participants will experience this 
seven-step approach to teaching grammar. We will discuss the importance of using culturally-relevant literature 
throughout the teaching and the need to elevate the status of bilingual writers of color as a way to further grow the 
community of writers we have in our classrooms. 

Co Presenters:  Email: Carolinesweet82@gmail.com 
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Presenter: Ines Lormand Affiliation: Independent Consultant for Language Acquisition  

Topic: Newcomer Students  

Session Title: Giving High School Newcomers a Running Start  

Students at the high school level who enter the US with no English language skills have often been left behind, because 
of the difficulty to acquire enough English in a short time to be able to follow mainstream classes. How can we teach 
them Basic English (BICS) and enough Content Vocabulary (CALPS) to get them on the way to succeed in a 
mainstream program in a one-year time frame? The presenter will show how research based cutting-edge technology, 
authentic video, extensive practice opportunities outside the classroom, and instruction in the language of the different 
subject areas can be achieved and help those students that have been neglected for so long.  

Co Presenters: 
 

Email: ineslormand@me.com 
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Presenter: Deborah Lansford Affiliation: Center for Teacher Effectiveness 

Topic: Differentiated Instruction 

Session Title: Time to Teach 

A lively, interactive presentation focusing on Differentiated Instruction. Activities will address the use of Receptive 
Modalities and Multiple Intelligences to meet the needs of every child. Strategies will be taught to bring the instruction 
into the classroom. 

Co Presenters:  Email: debilansford@hotmail.com 
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Presenter: Blanca Rendon Affiliation: San Antonio ISD/ University of Texas At San Antonio  

Topic: DL Instruction; Children's Literature 
Session Title:  

Discussing Immigration Issues Through Children’s Literature 
This qualitative case study (Merriam, 2009) explores how a second-grade bilingual teacher used culturally relevant 
children’s literature to guide her students in discussing immigration issues. Throughout the immigration unit, the teacher 
validated students’ and their communities’ lived experiences through the culturally relevant literature she selected and 
the conversations she facilitated. Students were encouraged to share their experiential knowledge in oral and written 
form. In addition, parents’ immigration experiences were integrated throughout the unit, privileging the commonly 
silenced Latino experience and perspectives. In particular the study examined the use of children’s literature through 
interactive read aloud (Sipe, 2008) that focused attention upon the genuine experiences of bilingual children, the racist 
structures that work to marginalize their communities (Delgado, 2008) and the ways in which they can find sources and 
examples of resistance (Solorzano & Yosso, 2002).  

Co Presenters: 
Dr. Maria Leija 

Email:  
brendon1@saisd.net 
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Presenter: Adrian Mendoza Affiliation: Seidlitz Education 

Topic: Math Academic Vocabulary 
Session Title: Math Vocabulary, Gestures, and Motion 

Interactive ways of understanding math concepts through vocabulary activities, gestures, and motion. In this session, 
participants will be provided with sheltered instructional strategies that will support making content comprehensible and 
developing academic language.  

Co Presenters:  Email: amendoza@gmail.com 
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Presenter: Alia Malik Affiliation: San Antonio Express News 

Topic: Dual Language Education Programs 
Session Title: Lenguaje Redoblado 

Photographer Billy Calzada and I will discuss the process of reporting our news story Doubling Down/Lenguaje 
Redoblado, about the growth of dual language in Bexar County, and what we learned. We will focus especially on what 
we learned from families – the pros and cons of dual language for them, and whether those differ in Spanish vs. 
English-speaking households. Billy will share his family’s personal experience with bilingualism and dual language. We 
may also look through the story’s database of dual language performance and highlight the schools that audience 
members represent.  

Co Presenters: Billy Calzada Email: amalik@express-news.net 
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Presenter: Kari Johnston Affiliation: Austin ISD 

Topic: Reading in the Bilingual Classroom 
Session Title: Fostering Critical Thinking in the Bilingual Reading Classroom through Integrated Units of Study 

Kari and Caroline will share unit plans with participants that integrate science and social studies into non-fiction reading 
lessons. We will discuss how to plan around engaging themes, emphasize authentic annotation techniques while 
reading, and use an I-Chart to synthesize information.  

Co Presenters: Caroline Sweet Email: kari.lynn.johnston@gmail.com 
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Presenter: Alicia Alvarez-Calderon Affiliation: Northeast ISD 
Topic: Dual Language Programming 

Session Title: Conducting informal observation in Dual Language Classroom 
In this session, teachers, principals and administrators will gain knowledge on what to look for in dual language 
classrooms. What best practices look like for English Learners and how they differ from general education classrooms. 

Co Presenters:  Email: aalvar5@neisd.net 
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Presenter: Lucero Saldana Affiliation: San Antonio ISD 

Topic: Mexican American Studies 
Session Title: Soy de los dos lados: Embracing Mexican American Studies (MAS Panel) 

With the 2018 Texas State Board of Education approval of the high school Mexican American Studies course and the 
state standards of Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), this panel features Mexican American educators 
whose teaching practices focuses on social justice, social activism, and agency, and the bicultural identity of being 
Mexican American in San Antonio, Tejas. 

Co Presenters: Araceli Manriquez, Magdalena Yzanga, and Andres 
Lopez 

Email: lsaldana2@saisd.net 
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Dr. Gilberto Soto  
 


